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under the leadership of Pastor Jesse G. Wil-
son of Bernie, Missouri. Later she joined Gar-
den of Prayer Missionary Baptist Church—
under the leadership of Pastor Johnnie
Haynie. She was a proud member of the
usher board and president of the Mothers
Board.

Christine relocated to the West Side of Chi-
cago in the 1950’s. She loved her church and
was a committed servant in attending worship,
until her health prevented her to do so. Chris-
tine made sure her wisdom and knowledge
was passed to her family. She did everything
necessary to help them succeed in life. Chris-
tine lived a long and rich life. She will be re-
membered as a thoughtful, caring and gen-
erous person, who will be greatly missed and
loved forever.

Christine was employed by various jobs and
later retired as a caretaker after 20 years of
service. She loved spending time with her
family and her church family. She prepared
many great meals at home, which were en-
joyed by all. Her hobbies were cooking, sew-
ing, reading and watching the Chicago Bulls.

Ms. Davis leaves to cherish her memories;
her sisters Juanita Price, Jean Davidson and
Margaret Hawes, her three daughters Elaine
Rasberry (Eugene), Tarnesha Hawkins (Stan-
ley) and Lawana, nine grandchildren, eleven
great-grandchildren and a host of nieces,
nephews, family and friends.

| have no doubt that Ms. Christine Davis
lived a fulfilling life and will be missed by all
because “the best and most beautiful things in
the world cannot be seen, not touched. But
are felt in the heart.” Her family members are
in my prayers, and it is my hope that her
memory will give them comfort in the years to
come.

———
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Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to pay tribute to Ms. Ruth Riley, who served
as my district scheduler for 16 years.

It is hard to believe how quickly time
passes, and throughout the years Ruth re-
mains consistent and constant with a warmth
and grace, which endears her to all. A daugh-
ter of Ohio and a proud political science grad-
uate of the University of Cincinnati, Ms. Riley
moved to Atlanta to pursue a promising career
in the private sector. In 2001, | invited her to
join my Atlanta staff in the trusted position of
serving as the district scheduler.

As you well know, Mr. Speaker, scheduling
is one of the most challenging and key posi-
tions in any congressional office. This is espe-
cially true in Georgia’s diverse and vibrant
Fifth Congressional District. Every year, Ms.
Riley works with me to review thousands of
requests. In fact, there are more invitations for
speeches, visits, and tours in Georgia’s Fifth
Congressional District and the State of Geor-
gia, than there are days in the year. It is
never-ending work.

Within our office, Ruth plays a critical role
through a brand and perspective that is
uniquely her own. As a result, many staff seek
her counsel and comfort on difficult days. We
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all appreciate Ruth’s vibrant, work-life balance
and love of life and art. Many know her appre-
ciation of photography as a shutterbug enthu-
siast, passion for beauty as a licensed
esthetician, and commitment to service
through the Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.

I know Ms. Riley’s family and friends play a
critical role in supporting and shaping this dy-
namic woman, and | personally believe the
cherished memories of Ruth’s beloved grand-
mother, Ms. V. Blondell Pryor, contribute to
her work ethic and kindness. For these rea-
sons, Mr. Speaker, | am particularly grateful to
her family—especially her husband, James
Preston Riley, Jr.; beautiful children—James
Heru Thornton Riley, lll, David Nkosi Erskine
Riley, I, and Langston Amon Pryor Riley; and
mother—Sandra Elizabeth Fletcher.

Perhaps most importantly, Ms. Riley is a
constant champion and advocate for each and
every person; she treats everyone with a dis-
tinct professionalism, courtesy, and compas-
sion, which reflect her corporate experience
and commitment to the principles of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.’s vision of the Beloved Com-
munity. Ruth remains committed to protecting
the principles of democracy and ensuring the
access of the people to their elected rep-
resentative.

It is for these reasons that | thank Ms. Ruth
Riley for her trust, service, and commitment to
my office and the people we serve.
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Ms. ROSEN. Mr. Speaker, on October 5th,
on Roll Call Votes 555, 556, and 557, | was
not present because | was tending to my com-
munity in Las Vegas, in the aftermath of the
deadliest mass shooting in United States his-
tory. Had | been present, | would have voted
NAY on Roll Call vote 555, NAY on Roll Call
vote 556, and NAY on Roll Call vote 557.
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Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Edgar Ballestas, an extraordinary
local photographer and winner of my 2017
cover photo challenge. Edgar's image of the
sun setting over the Rochester skyline is re-
markable, and a testament to our city’s great
beauty.

Edgar is an English as a Second Language
(ESOL) teacher for our local school district;
and in his free time captures images through-
out Rochester and Monroe County. His work
often highlights our region’s proudest attrac-
tions—the Susan B. Anthony and Frederick
Douglass Memorial Bridge, the Upper Falls in
Letchworth State Park and much, much more.
His pictures have even been hung in galleries
like Image City Photography in Rochester.

We should never lose sight of the districts
and the constituents we fight for every day.
Edgar’s photograph is a tribute and a reminder
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of why | come to Congress and work so hard
for Rochester and Monroe County. | congratu-
late Edgar on his work and his achievement
and thank him for his tremendous submission.

RECOGNIZING DR. CHRIS DOMES
HON. PATRICK MEEHAN
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Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to today
to recognize Dr. Chris Domes and congratu-
late him on the occasion of his inauguration as
the sixth president of Neumann University in
Aston, PA. Dr. Domes succeeds my friend of
many years Dr. Rosalie Mirenda, who served
Neumann and our wider community for more
than four decades.

Neumann University is a well-respected
Catholic institution founded with the mission of
nurturing the intellectual and religious spirit of
its students. Neumann opened its doors as
Our Lady of Angels College in 1965, with the
Sisters of Saint Francis of Philadelphia edu-
cating 115 female students. In the years since,
it has welcomed male students and changed
its name to honor Saint John Neumann, the
fourth Bishop of Philadelphia and a pioneer in
Catholic education in the United States.
Today, Neumann educates almost 3,000 stu-
dents and nearly 14,000 alumni have bene-
fitted from their Neumann education.

It was at a school not unlike Neumann
where Dr. Domes found both his Catholic faith
and his love of teaching—St. Bonaventure
University, in Upstate New York. Since then,
he has devoted his life to scholarship and wor-
ship.

Dr. Domes is exceptionally qualified for this
position. He has over 31 years of experience
in education and most recently served as
president of Silver Lake College in Wisconsin.
In this capacity, Dr. Domes oversaw a 52 per-
cent expansion of the school’s enroliment and
a 64 percent increase in annual fundraising.
He is a proven leader who will bring years of
relevant experience to Neumann.

| know Dr. Domes will fit well into the Neu-
mann University family and will work to make
it stronger. | also wish Dr. Mirenda the best as
she moves on from her position as President,
and | wish the Neumann community continued
prosperity with Dr. Domes at the helm.

——

HONORING ST. SYMPHOROSA PAR-
ISH ON ITS 90TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor St. Symphorosa Parish, an exemplary
Roman Catholic Parish on the Southwest Side
of Chicago, lllinois, which is celebrating its
90th anniversary.

Founded in 1927, St. Symphorosa Parish
has remained a steadfast beacon to our local
community. Father J. Leo Sharp established
this parish as a place of worship to serve the
religious and social needs of the people of the
Clearing neighborhood. To this day, the parish
continues to espouse the same welcoming
spirit as it has from the outset.
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